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On the same day that the Little Entente made its de-
claration Italy, by way of showing co-operation and good-
will, placed Pavelitch and Kvaternik under precautionary
arrest. It is possible this action was taken upon represen-
tation from France and Britain. By the ijth October
the French were in possession of most of the important
clues and all pointed to the crime having been organized
from Italy with the connivance of Hungary. But
France, on the eve of making a settlement of outstanding
difficulties with her Latin neighbour, had to do all in
her power to avert an open quarrel between Italy and
Jugoslavia,

The chief concern of Great Britain was to prevent
the outbreak of any war in which the Great Powers
might  become involved.   The  Great War of 1914
had sprung from a similar murder, and responsible
British politicians  were apprehensive in  1934,   The
first concern was to keep Italy immune.   Italian pride
must be shielded from a demand of satisfaction on the
part   of  Jugoslavia.   Hungary  was  in   a   secondary
position, being a minor power, but Britain discouraged
agitation against Hungary also.   The quiet bearing of
Jugoslavia during the weeks immediately following the
assassination was due to various causes: first, the natural
passivity of the Serbs; then British and French advice.
The  British   minister,  Mr.   Henderson,  had  several
interviews and telephonic conversations with Prince
Paul.   The Regent inclined to the minister's advice.   He
was proud of his personal connection with England
and bore himself as an Englishman.   He repressed his
personal desire to avenge his cousin Alexander.   The
blood feud was in any case bad form.   He was predis-
posed towards the Italians, having an admiration for
their art and culture.   Russian blood, which is not
easily shocked, ran in his veins and he was not unbearably
shocked by Italian Machiavellianism. ^ He agreed that
it would be better to overlook past differences and get
into accord with the Fascists.   He was ready to let